Not for Sale

   Tribal spiritual leaders do not believe that “just anyone” can put on a traditional ceremony. They do not teach things that are private within their traditions to those outside the tribe and give their blessing to pass those things on to whoever can pay to learn about them (even on a sliding scale fee). And they do not call themselves “shamans”. They are called by whatever name is used for the type of spiritual leaders they are in the languages of their people.
  When non-tribal people claim to teach tribal spiritual ways, they do not have the blessing of the tribal leaders or elders. The ceremonies they invent and claim are the shamanic practices of those peoples are not only fraudulent; these ceremonies also make a mockery of the authentic ceremonies being done by actual tribal people. In the process of presenting these false claims, a distorted image of Native peoples is perpetuated. Is this really the way to respect people who have had to struggle since the arrival of Europeans for their right to live on their homelands, practice their own traditions, and just plain even continue to survive? We live in an age of the myth of the “disappearing Indian”. This myth is supported by claims that whites must take over tribal religious practices and spread them amongst non-tribal people in order to preserve them. However, the truth is that the tribes are not dying out. White “teachers” spreading invented traditions for their own financial gain does not help to preserve tribal religions. It compounds public misunderstanding of those religions and the people they come from. It makes it harder for people raised away from their tribes to sort out fact from fiction when trying to return to their traditions. It leaves white spiritual seekers who discover they've been deceived with a choice between clinging to the lies and suddenly being without any spiritual foundation. It gives the impression to everyone that tribal religions can be ripped from their context and made into whatever others want for whatever they think they will gain from it, without regard to the effect this has on the people amongst whom these religions originated.

  Native American religion is not for sale. Just don’t buy it.
For more information, visit:
http://clubs.yahoo.com/clubs/newagefraudsplasticshamans

http://www.geocities.com/nafps_00/index.html

